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1.0 Purpose of Report/Summary of Main Issues

1.1 To consider the correspondence received from the Department for Communities, in response
to the Access and Inclusion Fund timeframe.

2.0 Recommendation

2.1 The Committee is asked to note the correspondence as set out in the report and to consider
if any further action is necessary.

3.0 Main Report

3.1 Key Issues
The Committee, at its meeting in June, received an update in relation to the Department for
Communities' Access and Inclusion Programme 2023-24. During the meeting, concerns were
raised in relation to the time constraints of the programme and the need for the Council to
have projects prepared for the anticipated annual funding for successive years. Furthermore,
the Committee agreed to write to the Department for Communities to reaffirm its concerns in
relation to the short timeframe available for the delivery of the Fund.

3.2 Accordingly, Democratic Services wrote to the Permanent Secretary (Appendix one) and a
response has been received for consideration (Appendix 2).

3.3 | Einancial and Resource Implications
None.

3.4 Equality or Good Relations Implications/Rural Needs Assessment
None.

4.0 Appendices - Documents Attached

Appendix 1 — BCC Letter to DfC - Access and Inclusion Fund

Appendix 2 - DfC Response - Access and Inclusion Fund




